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Name

CHAPTER

25
Section 3

Date

PRIMARY SOURCE

“Life in a New England Factory”
from

Voice of Industry, June 26, 1845

The Voice of Industry was one of the most widely read American labor papers of
the 1840s. The article from which this excerpt was taken called for a 10-hour
workday, part of the reform movement aimed at improving working conditions.
Which arguments do you think are most persuasive?

D
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uring the last winter a petition was presented
to the Legislature of Massachusetts, by eight
hundred and fifty “peacable, industrious and hardworking men and women,” declaring that they are
confined from thirteen to fourteen hours per day in
unhealthy apartments, and are hastening through
pain, disease, privation, down to a premature grave,
and praying the State to inquire into their condition
and to restrict the number of hours of labor in
Factories to ten per day,—This, and other similar
petitions, were signed by two thousand one hundred and thirty-nine persons, chiefly females.
The operatives in England are prohibited, by
act of Parliament, from being employed more than
at a rate of eleven and a half hours per day. . . .
The operatives in Lowell work
In January,
In February,
In March,
In April,
In May,
In June,
In July,
In August,
In September,
In October,
In November,
In December,

11 hours 24 min.
12 hours
11 hours 52 min.
13 hours 31 min.
12 hours 55 min.
12 hours 45 min.
12 hours 45 min.
12 hours 45 min.
12 hours 43 min.
12 hours 16 min.
11 hours 46 min.
11 hours 24 min.

To this must be added in each instance thirty
minutes, at least, for going to and from the mill, at
morning and evening. They go to and return from
breakfast in thirty minutes, to and from dinner in
thirty minutes, for about eight months in a year;
and the other four months they are allowed fortyfive minutes.
. . . A woman in a Factory in New England,
works one hour and some minutes longer, every
day in the year, than a woman in a British
Factory—They are allowed four days as holidays;
the English are allowed six.

First it must be apparent that the hours allowed
for labor are too many.
Second, that the minutes allowed for them to
take their food are too few.
Third, that these causes are sufficient to impair
health, induce disease, premature old age, and
death.
Fourth, that these causes, . . . acting upon so
large a number of females assembled in the manufactries of New England, must in time affect the
physical condition of the people of New England.
Fifthly, that no reason can be given why these
evils should not produce the same terrible effects
here, as in England, where their full results are
developed.
Sixth, that as the British Parliament, from
motives of humanity have been compelled to interfere in behalf of the operatives, prudence and
mercy call upon our legislators to do likewise.
Seventh, that the example of this State would
be followed at once throughout New England.
from Voice of Industry, June 26, 1845. Reprinted in Philip
S. Foner, ed., The Factory Girls (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1977), 218–219.

Activity Options
Forming and Supporting Opinions
1. Which arguments given in this article for the 10hour workday do you think are most persuasive?
Rank each of them on a scale of 1 to 5, with 1
being least persuasive and 5 being most persuasive. Then compare your rankings with those of
your classmates.
2. Despite workers’ efforts, the Massachusetts’ state
legislature did not pass legislation for a 10-hour
workday. Discuss with classmates why you think
this legislation was defeated.
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GEOGRAPHY APPLICATION: MOVEMENT

CHAPTER

25

British Population Moves to the Cities

Section 2

Directions: Read the paragraphs below and study the maps and graph carefully.
Then answer the questions that follow.

B

ritain’s richest coal fields are in the central and
northern regions of the country. This geographic
fact caused a major shift in Britain’s population
between 1750 and 1850.
Coal was found to be the most efficient way to
power the new steam engine. As a result, many
new industries and factories moved to be near the
sources of energy. Soon, coal-fired steam engines

Britain (mid 1700s)
SCOTLAND

Growth of British Cities 1760–1881

North
Sea

550

Newcastle

525

R.

450
425

am e

s R.

400
London

l
Plymouth
ne
Chan
100 Miles
English
200 Kilometers

Britain (late 1800s)
North
Sea

SCOTLAND

Newcastle

375
350

Thousands of people

S

Th

Bristol

325
300
275
250
225
200
175

ENGLAND
Leeds
Manchester
Sheffield
Sheffield

150
125

R.

Irish Sea
Liverpool

Nottingham n t
Norwich
Tre
Birmingham
WALES
ALES

0
0

S

Areas of high
population
growth

v ern

R.

© McDougal Littell Inc. All rights reserved.

0

v ern

R.

0

e

1881

475

Nottingham n t
Norwich
Tre
Birmingham
WALES
ALES
Areas of
population
concentration

1760

500

ENGLAND
Leeds
Manchester
Sheffield
Sheffield

Irish Sea
Liverpool

powered the iron foundries, textile factories, and
railroads of northern Britain.
Industrialization also required a large labor
force. The enclosure movement, in which wealthy
landowners bought out small farms and forced
these people out of their livelihood, provided a
ready supply of workers. As a result, masses of people moved to the industrial cities to find jobs.
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British Population Moves to the Cities continued

Name

Interpreting Text and Visuals
1. Of the cities shown on the bar graph, which one had the largest population increase between
1760 and 1881? the smallest? ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
2. What mode of transportation did all English companies have to have in order to transport their
goods to Europe? ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
3. Which two cities appear to have missed out on the Industrial Revolution in England? ______
____________________________________________________________________________
4. Where was most of the English population living in 1750? in 1850? What caused this major
population shift? ______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
5. If you are a factory owner in Sheffield and your workers have just completed an order of clothes,
about how many miles would you have to travel to sell them in London? __________________

6. What is the approximate total population of the five cities on the chart in 1760? How much did
that total population increase by 1881? ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
7. Why do you think it is important for factories and mills to be near their sources of energy?
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
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